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Furman

R E PO RTs

NAI C U schoo ls offer
co nsu mer-friendly site
The National Association of Independent

Colleges and Universities (NAICU) has
unveiled a new on-line database that provides
a wealth of information on approximately 600
private institutions of higher learning, including
Furman.
U-CAN, which stands for the University
and College Accountability Network, is acces
sible at www.ucan-network.org.
U-CAN does not rank institutions numer
ically but instead offers prospective students
and their families objective, consumer-friendly
information about the schools. The profiles
include data on admissions, enrollment, aca
demics, student demographics, accreditation,
graduation rates, faculty, courses of study,
class size, financial aid and many other areas
of interest.
The colleges on the Web site can be
searched by city, state, distance from home
and affiliation. U-CAN is free both to users
and to the institutions that choose to partici
pate.
U-CAN is the first national consumer
information resource created and provided
directly to students and parents by colleges
and universities themselves. It was established
in response to the public demand for compa
rable, concise, relevant and easily accessible
college information.
"Higher education understands the public
desire for more readily available and more
meaningful information associated with the
process of selecting a college," says David Shi,
president of Furman and past chair of NAICU.
"U-CAN provides a meaningful alternative to
the various college rankings that rarely address
the most meaningful indicators of educational
quality."
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N ew class of Fu rma n Fe l l ows n a m ed
Furman Fellows awards are presented to

at a local high school in an English as

five outstanding seniors at the opening of

a Second Language classroom and also

each academic year. The $5,000 awards go

volunteers at an after-school program for

to students who show an ability to think

H ispanic children.

creatively and imaginatively, demonstrate

Brett Rayl hails from Myrtle Beach, S.C.

innovative problem-solving skills, and have

A history and political science major, he is

proven that they are capable of making

a h ighly respected campus leader. He was

a difference in the world.
Students are nominated for the fellow
ships by faculty and staff. A committee

the resident advisor to the living-learning
community in his sophomore year, and for the
last two years has been the facilitator for more

meets over the summer to make the selec

than 140 students in the "engaged living"

tions. The awards are made possible through

residence hall. He is a member of Quaternion,

the generosity of Bob Buckman, a former

the men's honorary leadership group.

Furman trustee, and his wife, Joyce Mollerup.
The Furman Fellows from the Class
of 2008, left to right:
Lisa Mulvey is a Spanish major from

Elizabeth Cooke of Richland Center,

Wis., is a dedicated environmentalist and
a savvy, sophisticated writer. She majors in
English and earth and environmental sciences

Westbury, N.Y., who is deeply involved in

and heads the student Environmental Action

teaching English to H ispanic immigrants

Group. A 2007 National Wildlife Federation

in Greenville. She worked to improve

Campus Ecology Fellow, she is working to

tutoring services in the Furman education

construct a rain garden on campus. She has

department by developing discussion groups

been a writer and co-editor for the Paladin.

and authoring a manual for tutors. She is
a distance runner for the track and cross

Christina Henderson, student body

president, is a political science major. A

country teams and a member of Senior Order,

resident of Fort Bragg, N.C., she has been

the women's honorary leadership society.

an intern in Sen. Hillary Clinton's office

Tierney Short is a Spanish and com

in New York and is a South Carolina field

munication studies major from Hilton Head

organizer for Clinton's presidential campaign.

Island, S.C. She is also a member of Senior

She participated in Princeton University's

Order and is a talented writer and editor.

2007 Public Policy and International Affairs

Active in community outreach, she tutors

Junior Summer Institute.

